
E N D I N G H U M A N

T R A F F I C K I N G
U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

NOTE: The following presentation is a combination of USDOT slides, South West Transit 

Association (SWTA) slides and Present Age Ministries (PAM) slides. 



SEVERE FORMS OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

The term “severe forms of trafficking in persons” means:

(A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, 

fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has 

not attained 18 years of age; or

(B) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of 

a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion 

for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt 

bondage, or slavery.
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G R E A T E R  C L E V E L A N D  C O L L A B O R A T I V E  



OUR MISSION 

Present Age Ministries is committed to 

combatting the sexual abuse, exploitation and 

trafficking of teen girls. We equip communities 

to prevent and identify victims, while providing 

a safe place for survivors to transition into 

independence. 



OUR COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Local: 

o Mecklenburg County HT Task Force – Committee Member

o Cabarrus County HT Task Force – Committee Member

o Mecklenburg Project NoREST– Steering Committee

o Mecklenburg Human Trafficking Round Table - Leadership

o Referral Agency for Local and Federal Law Enforcement

STATE: 

o NC Project NoREST Advisory Committee

o UNC Chapel Hill Research – Prevention Advisory Committee

o North Carolina Coalition Against Human Trafficking 



IS THIS REALLY HAPPENING?

• At least 100,000 to 300,000 youth are at risk for 
commercial sexual exploitation annually in the 
U.S.1 

• At least 100,000 children are used in prostitution 
every year in the U.S.

2

• The most common age of entry into the commercial 
sex industry in the U.S. is 12-14 years old.3

1 (Estes and Wiener, 2001)
2 (The National Report on DMST: America’s Prostituted Children, 2010, Shared Hope.)

3 " (US Department of Justice, Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section)



IS THIS REALLY HAPPENING?
2016 Polaris Report



IS THIS REALLY HAPPENING?

2015: 116 Reported Cases

2016: 182 Reported Cases

2017 (as of 6/30/17): 118 Reported Cases  



HUMAN TRAFFICKING DEFINED

• Force – causing serious harm or physical restraint 

• Fraud – false promises and deceitful behavior

• Coercion – threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against a persons 
will. Threats to harm a victim or the victims family. Psychological abuse and 
confiscating or identification documents.  



HOW THIS HAPPENS…

Shared Hoppe International 
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TRAFFICKING IN OUR COMMUNITY
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It is estimated that 70-90% of sexually exploited 
children have a history of child sexual abuse

1. Bagley, C. & Young, L. (1987). Juvenile Prostitution and Child Sexual Abuse: A Controlled Study. Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health.

2. Annual Report. (1991). Council for Prostitution Alternatives. Portland, Oregon.

3. Murphy, Patricia. (1993). Making Connections: Women, Work, and Abuse. Paul M. Deutsch Press, Florida. 



SEX TRAFFICKING MODELS

PIMP Boyfriend Manager Security

FAMILY 
Familial Generational Child Porn Drug Habits

STREET 
FAMILY Homeless LGBTQ Survival Sex

Support the 
“Family”

GANG
Beholden to 
gang/loyalty

Multiple 
Traffickers

Drug Dealing



VICTIMS ARE LIKELY…
• To behave in a manner that is difficult to deal with

• To runaway frequently

• To be arrested or be involved in others issues 
(delinquency, disciplinary, drug charges, resisting arrest, 
etc)

• To believe they are in love and they are special to their 
trafficker

• TO NOT IDENTIFY AS A VICTIM! 



VICTIMS ARE MORE LIKELY…

• 94% of women who are raped experience PTSD symptoms during 
the two weeks following.1

• 30% of women report PTSD symptoms9 months after the rape.2

• 33% of women who are raped contemplate suicide and 13% of  
women who are raped actually attempt suicide.3

• 10x more likely to use major drugs.3

• 84% of survivors who were victimized by an intimate partner 
experience emotional issues.4

• 67% of survivors who were victimized by a stranger experience 
emotional issues.4

1.D.S. Riggs, T. Murdock, W. Walsh, A prospective examination of post-traumatic stress disorder in rape victims. Journal of Traumatic Stress 455-475 (1992). 

2.J. R. T. Davidson & E. B. Foa (Eds.) Posttraumatic Stress Disorder: DSM-IV and Beyond. American Psychiatric Press: Washington, DC. (pp. 23-36).

3.G Kilpatrick, CN Edumuds, AK Seymour. Rape in America: A Report to the Nation. Arlington, VA: National Victim Center and Medical University of South Carolina (1992).

4.Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Socio-emotional Impact of Violent Crime (2014).



COMMON RISK FACTORS
• Abuse (Emotional, Physical, 

Sexual)

• Neglect

• Poverty

• Mental Health Issues

• Substance Abuse

• Racism

• Homelessness

• Domestic violence

• Glorification of Pimp Culture

• Runaway

• Adult Sex Industry

• LGBTQ

• Access to technology

• Street Involved 

Culture/Economy 

• Unaddressed Trauma

• Sexualization of Girls

• Sexualization of Boys



GENERAL WARNING SIGNS
• Exhibits unusually fearful 

behavior after bringing up law 

enforcement

• Unexplained absences from school

• Signs of abuse 

• Is not able to speak for themselves

• Unable to clarify where she is 

staying/address

• Brags about making/having money

• Numerous inconsistencies in her 

story

• Has key cards for hotel rooms

• Displays expensive things (clothes, 

jewelry, shoes, etc.) 

• Talks about wild parties, invites 

others

• Tattoo’s/Branding

• Multiple Electronic devices, with 

no explanation

• Frequent use of social media sites 

known for online dating/recruiting 





OUR MISSION 

Vigilante Truth is committed to end sex 

trafficking in USA by creating an army of men, 

a culture of protectors, who seek to remove 

male predators from our communities. 



The transportation sector can play an important role in the fight against human 

trafficking.  Becoming aware of how the transportation network may be utilized 

by traffickers is the first step toward effective change.  



Examples of Human Trafficking Identified by 
Transit Workers

• A convenience store had a 
mirrored wall that was ajar and 
revealed a row of cots

• A man accompanied different 
young women on the bus every 
day, and the women looked 
frightened

• A woman who appeared to be 
homeless who was standing on 
the corner had bruises and a 
swollen face at least once a 
month, and a man was standing 
behind her glaring at her



Safe TransportLeading

By Example

Working to ensure the 

transportation system cannot 

be used as an enabler for 

human trafficking.

“…number one mission is 

keeping the traveling 

public safe.” 

– USDOT Sec. Foxx

01 DOT Training

Almost all of DOT’s 55,000 

employees have been 

trained to recognize human 

trafficking

03 Cooperation

•Federal, state, local

•Airlines, train, motor coach, 

transit

•Blue Lightning

02 Multimodal Approach

• Airways, waterways, 

highways, rail, and buses

• Transportation Leaders 

Against Human Trafficking

04 Trainings

• Federal, state,  local 

bus/truck inspectors

• 20,000 Amtrak employees

• All Greyhound drivers



• Arizona & Iowa DOTs include human 
trafficking awareness page in CDL Manuals

• Texas & Kansas have passed laws in 2017, 
all drivers seeking a CDL must complete HT 
awareness training. 

• Ohio DOT requires all employees take 
human trafficking awareness training

• Indiana DOT distributed human trafficking 
awareness flyers to rest areas and truck 
stops across the state

• Pennsylvania DOT will be utilizing 
Transportation Leaders Against Human 
Trafficking awareness posters in rest areas

• Minnesota DOT signed the TLAHT Pledge 

Action
State DOTs a few examples





M U L T I M E D I A  T O O L S
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Action
Transit Organizations

Dallas Area Rapid Transit

“Stop Lives From Being Stolen” public awareness 
campaign. 

Orange County Transportation Authority

“Be the One” campaign with PSAs.  “Most of our [human 
trafficking] tips come from the public.”



S a n t a  F e  T r a i l s

L A  M E T R O

SEPTA  PSA 
• Public call to action for riders 

and training operators





AdvocacyWhat’s

Working

Progress in combating human 

trafficking has become 

increasingly effective through 

prevention, protection, and 

prosecution.  

Cooperation

Multimodal Advocacy

Increased Awareness



B L U E  C A M P A I G NM O T O R  C O A C H  I N D U S T R Y  T R A I N I N G

https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/videos/15_0430_blueCampaign/LaborTrafficking_Bus.mp4


T R A N S I T  I N D U S T R Y  T R A I N I N G

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  L E A D E R S  

A G A I N S T  H U M A N  

T R A F F I C K I N G

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ps7JMZfIE_Q&feature=youtu.be


Transportation Leaders 

Against Human Trafficking

Nicole Bambas

USDOT

Nicole.Bambas@dot.gov

Maha Alkhateeb

USDOT

maha.alkhateeb.ctr@dot.gov

Let’s Git to Gittin’!
“A nation’s greatness is measured by how it treats its weakest 
members.” Mahatma Ghandi

Kristen Joyner 

South West Transit Association

kjoyner@swta.org

Hannah Arrowood

Executive Director, Present Age Ministries

Hannah@presentageministries.org

Bo Quickle

Vigilante Truth

2bbonow@gmail.com
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